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LS set for first Speaker 
seat contest since 1976 

ARCHIS MOHAN 
New Delhi, 25 June  

I
n a first since 1976, the 18th Lok 
Sabha (LS) on Wednesday 
could see voting for the post of 

the Speaker as consensus eluded 
the ruling Bharatiya Janata Party 
(BJP)-led National Democratic 
Alliance (NDA) and Opposition 
INDIA bloc on the issue. An elec-
tion could widen the trust deficit 
between the ruling coalition and 
the Opposition, and signal more 
friction between the two sides in 
the coming weeks and months. 

Congress leader Rahul Gandhi 
will occupy the post of Leader of 
Opposition in the Lok Sabha and a 
letter about the decision has been 
sent to Pro-tem Speaker 
Bhartruhari Mahtab.  

Earlier on Tuesday, the NDA 
fielded Om Birla as its candidate 
for the Speaker of the 18th LS amid 
appeals to the INDIA bloc to hon-
our the convention and support his 
candidature. The INDIA bloc, in 
turn, pointed to the convention 
that the Opposition should be given 
the post of Deputy Speaker. With 
no such assurance forthcoming 
from the NDA, it nominated 
Kodikunnil Suresh as its candidate 
against Birla. 

In picking Birla — the 17th LS 
Speaker — as the NDA’s choice, the 
BJP again conveyed a message of 
continuity that it had highlighted 
since it formed the government 
with its allies on June 9. Given the 
numbers the two blocs have, NDA’s 
293 versus INDIA bloc’s 233 in a 
House of 542 (the Wayanad seat is 
now vacant), Birla’s win is a fore-
gone conclusion. “Convention has 
been that the Speaker is elected 
unanimously and the Deputy 
Speaker’s post goes to the 
Opposition,” Congress’ Jairam 
Ramesh said, suggesting that the 
fight was symbolic. 

Congress leader K C Venugopal, 
accompanied by DMK’s T R Baalu 
from the opposition side and Union 
ministers Rajnath Singh, Amit 
Shah and J P Nadda met at Singh’s 
office in Parliament to evolve a con-
sensus but to little avail. Venugopal 
and Baalu walked out, with the for-
mer accusing the government of 
not following the “convention”  of 
an opposition candidate for the 
Deputy Speaker’s position.  

ARCHIS MOHAN  
New Delhi, 25 June 

The election for the Speaker's post is 
likely to witness voting in the Lok Sabha 

for only the third time in the history of 
independent India when newly elected Lok 
Sabha members would on Wednesday 
choose between Om Birla of the ruling 
National Democratic Alliance (NDA) and K 
Suresh of the Opposition INDIA bloc. 

Voting to elect the Lok Sabha Speaker 
earlier took place in 1952 and 1976 — in 
much more harmonious circumstances in 
1952 but in an equally, if not more, 
acrimonious political state of affairs during 
the Emergency year of 1976. The 2024 
contest, even if a foregone conclusion, is 
likely to be a much closer contest than the 
elections in 1952 and 1976 since the 
Opposition INDIA bloc has significant 
numbers in the Lok Sabha. 

On May 15, 1952, the First Lok Sabha 
elected Congress’ G V Mavalankar with 394 
votes in his favour and 55 for his opponent, 
Peasant and Workers’ Party of India’s 
Shankar Shantaram More. Mavalankar had 
been in the Speaker’s chair since 1946. It was 
a no-contest, and even More, a newcomer to 
Parliament, voted for Mavalankar. “In the 
best traditions of Parliament, a gracious 
custom prevails by which where two 
candidates are proposed for the 
Speakership, each candidate votes for the 

other candidate. I have observed that 
custom by voting for you,” said More. 

In 1967, Tenneti Viswanatham contested 
the election against Congress nominee 
Neelam Sanjeeva Reddy. The House elected 
Reddy, who received 278 votes in his favour 
and 207 against. 

Why Opposition is eyeing Dy Speaker post

HC stays bail to Kejriwal, top 
court to hear plea today
PRESS TRUST OF INDIA 
New Delhi, 25 June 

In a blow to Delhi Chief Minister Arvind 
Kejriwal, the Delhi High Court (HC) on 
Tuesday stayed the trial court order grant-
ing him bail in the money laundering case 
arising from the alleged excise scam, hold-
ing that the lower court did not “appropri-
ately appreciate” the material placed before 
it by the Enforcement Directorate. The Aam 
Aadmi Party (AAP) said it disagreed with 
the Delhi HC order staying the bail granted 
to Kejriwal by the trial court and would 
challenge it in the Supreme Court.  

The Supreme Court had on Monday 
fixed June 26 for hearing Kejriwal’s plea 
against the Delhi HC order's interim stay 
on his bail plea. 

A vacation Bench of Justice Sudhir 
Kumar Jain said the ED’s contentions 
assailing the bail order required serious 
consideration. “The Vacation (trial) Judge 

while passing the Impugned Order did not 
appropriately appreciate the material/doc-
uments submitted on record and pleas tak-
en by ED and the averments/grounds as 
raised in the petition under section 439(2) 
of the Code require serious consideration,” 
it said. “Accordingly, the present application 
is allowed and the operation of the 
Impugned Order is stayed,” the court said. 

The trial court, presided over by vaca-
tion judge Niyay Bindu, had granted bail 
to Kejriwal on June 20 and ordered his 
release on a personal bond of ~1 lakh. 

The ED moved the high court the very 
next day and contended that the trial court’s 
order was “perverse”, “one-sided” and 
“wrong-sided” and it was passed without 
granting it adequate opportunity to argue 
the case. In the 34-page order on the ED’s 
application seeking a stay on the operation 
of the bail order, Justice Jain asserted that 
every court is under an obligation to give 
sufficient opportunity to the parties to pres-
ent their respective case and, in the instant 
case as well, ED ought to have been given 
adequate opportunity to advance argu-
ments on Kejriwal’s bail application. 

Justice Jain said the trial judge not only 
didn’t discuss and consider the arguments 
made by the anti-money laundering 
agency, it did not discuss and record its 
view with respect to the “twin condition”. 

ARCHIS MOHAN 
New Delhi, 25 June 

In its link for Deputy Speaker, 
the Lok Sabha’s official web-

site states that “the position of 
Deputy Speaker has been 
vacant since May 2019”. 

The Opposition INDIA bloc, 
led by the Congress, is contest-
ing the election to the Speaker’s 
post since the ruling National 
Democratic Alliance (NDA) has 
not tried to build a consensus 
on the issue and announce that 
an Opposition member will be 
the Deputy Speaker. 

In the history of independ-
ent India, the 17th Lok Sabha 
was the first that didn’t have 
a Deputy Speaker, a post man-
dated under Article 93 of  
the Constitution. The 
Supreme Court also heard a 
petition demanding that the 
17th Lok Sabha appoint a 
Deputy Speaker. 

Article 93 states that the Lok 
Sabha shall choose two of its 

members as Speaker and 
Deputy Speaker. The President 
fixes the date of election of the 
Speaker, which is to take place 
on Wednesday. The election of 
Deputy Speaker is held on a date 
that the Speaker may fix, which 
has usually been held in the sec-
ond session of a new Lok Sabha. 

Until 1969, ruling party 
Congress held both 
posts, but that 
changed that year. It 
offered the post of 
Deputy Speaker to All 
Party Hill Leaders 
Conference’s Gilbert G Swell, 
then an MP from Shillong. The 
tradition of offering the Deputy 
Speaker’s post to either an 
alliance partner or the 
Opposition started then. 

For the Congress in 1969, the 
decision came in the context of 
the split in the party with 
Speaker Neelam Sanjiva Reddy 
quitting the post to contest the 
election for the President of 
India. The Indira Gandhi-led 

Congress made the party’s MP 
from Punjab Gurdial Singh 
Dhillon the Lok Sabha Speaker, 
while Congress’ Raghunath 
Keshav Khadilkar, the Deputy 
Speaker under Reddy, made 
way for Swell, who remained the 
Deputy Speaker until 1977. 

 According to Article 95, the 
Deputy Speaker performs the 

duties of Speaker 
when that office is 
vacant or when the 
latter is away. If the 
office of Deputy 
Speaker is vacant, 

the duties are performed by a 
Lok Sabha MP whom the 
President appoints. 

Article 94 says, if the Speaker 
intends to resign, s/he needs to 
address his/her resignation let-
ter to the Deputy Speaker. The 
issue was debated in the 
Constituent Assembly. In 1949, 
HV Kamath argued that the 
Speaker should submit the res-
ignation to the President and 
not the Deputy Speaker since 

the Deputy Speaker holds an 
office subordinate to the 
Speaker’s. Dr BR Ambedkar dis-
agreed and argued that a person 
tenders his resignation to some-
one who has appointed him. He 
said the Speaker and Deputy 
Speaker are appointed or cho-
sen, or elected by the House. 
Consequently, these two people, 
if they want to resign, must ten-
der their resignations to the 
House, which is the appointing 
authority. “Of course, the House 
being a collective body of peo-
ple, a resignation could not be 
addressed to each member of 
the House separately. 
Consequently, the provision is 
made that the resignation 
should be addressed either to 
the Speaker or to the Deputy 
Speaker because it is they who 
represent the House,” he said. 

Neelam Sanjiva Reddy 
resigned as Speaker of the 4th 
Lok Sabha on July 19, 1969, and 
addressed his resignation letter 
to the Deputy Speaker.  

SMALL COMPANY 
MPs who served as Speakers of  
more than one Lok Sabha:                   LS 

M A Ayyangar                                  
l March 8, 1956 to May 10, 1957                  I  
l May 11, 1957 to April 16, 1962                   II 

Neelam Sanjiva Reddy   
l March 17, 1967 to July 19, 1969              IV 
l March 26, 1977 to July 13, 1977                VI 

Gurdial Singh Dhillon  
l August 8, 1969 to March 17, 1971           IV 
l March 22, 1971 to December 1, 1975         V 

Balram Jakhar  
l January 22, 1980 to January 15, 1985     VII 
l January 16, 1985 to December 18, 1989  VIII 

G M C Balayogi 
l March 24, 1998 to October 19, 1999     XII  
l from October 22, 1999 to until           XIII    
his deathon March 3, 2002 

Source: Lok Sabha website

BJP MP Om Birla on the second day of the first session of the 18th Lok Sabha on Tuesday. 

Birla is a front runner for the Speaker’s post that he held in Modi 2.0 PHOTO: PTI

In fight for Speaker’s post in 
’52, candidate voted for rival

The issue of Arvind Kejriwal’s liability  

as the head of the AAP did not find any 

place in the bail order, the HC said

Rahul to be Leader 
of Opposition in  
Lok Sabha 
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PÝ¿áì±ÝÆPÜ Cíi¯¿áÃ…ÃÜÊÜÃÜ PÜdæàÄ, ÇæãàPæãà±ÜÁãàX CÇÝTæ, 
bPÜRÊÜáWÜÙÜãÃÜá Ë»ÝWÜ, bPÜRÊÜáWÜÙÜãÃÜá.

AÇÝ³ÊÜ˜ pæívÜÃ… ±ÜÅPÜoOæ ÓÜíTæÂ : 02/2024&25           ©®ÝíPÜ : 24&06&2024

ÊæáàÆRívÜ pæívÜÃ… ±ÜÅPÜoOæ¿áÈÉ bPÜRÊÜáWÜÙÜãÃÜá iÇæÉ ÇæãàPæãà±ÜÁãàX CÇÝTæ 

E±ÜË»ÝWÜWÜÚWæ JÙÜ±ÜvÜáÊÜ ÇæPÜR ÎàÑìPæ : 8443 sæàÊÜ~ ÊÜí£Pæ 5054&03&337&0&17&154  

SH Roads Improvements, 3054&03&337&0&05&200 ÃÝgÂ Öæ¨ÝªÄ ÃÜÓæ¤WÜÙÜ 

¯ÊÜìÖÜOæ, 5054&04&337&0&01&154 iÇÝÉ ÃÜÓæ¤WÜÙÜ ÓÜá«ÝÃÜOæ, 3054&04&337&1&10& 

200 iÇÝÉ ÊÜáñÜá¤ CñÜÃæ ÃÜÓæ¤WÜÙÜ ¯ÊÜìÖÜOæ Aw¿áÈÉ®Ü Joár 09 PÝÊÜáWÝÄWÜÚWæ Pæ²² 

±æäàoìÇ… ÊÜáãÆPÜ AÖÜì WÜá£¤Wæ¨ÝÃÜÄí¨Ü pæívÜÃ… BÖÝÌ¯ÓÜÇÝX¨æ. PÝÊÜáWÝÄWÜÙÜ®Üá° 

ÊÜ×ÔPæãÙÜáÛÊÜ A¥ÜÊÝ ¯ÊÜì×ÔÃÜáÊÜ ÓÝÊÜá¥ÜÂì¨Ü ŸWæY (Standard Tender Docu-
ment KW-1,2,3 & 4ÃÜíñæ) ËÊÜÃÜWÜÙÜ®Üá° ÆWÜ£¤ÓÜñÜPÜR¨Üáª. WÜá£¤Wæ¨ÝÃÜÄWæ A˜¯¿áÊÜá 3ÃÜÈÉ 

®ÜÊÜáã©ÔÃÜáÊÜ PÜ¯ÐÜr AÖÜìñæWÜÚ¨ÜªÃæ ÊÜÞñÜÅ WÜá£¤Wæ¿á®Üá° ÊÜ×ÓÜŸÖÜá¨ÝXÃÜáñÜ¤¨æ. PÜ¯ÐÜu 

Aí¨Ýgá ÊæãñÜ¤ ÃÜã. 5.00 ÆPÜÒWÜÙÜá ÖÝWÜã WÜÄÐÜu Aí¨Ýgá ÊæãñÜ¤ ÃÜã. 400.00 ÆPÜÒWÜÙÜá 

BXÃÜáñÜ¤Êæ. Pæ²² ±æäàoìÇ… pæívÜÃ… ÓÜÈÉÓÜ¸æàPÝXÃÜáÊÜ 09 PÝÊÜáWÝÄWÜÚWæ (Cívæíp… 

ÓÜíTæÂ : 8219&2®æà PÜÃæ, 8222&2®æà PÜÃæ, ©®ÝíPÜ : 01&07&2024, Cívæíp… ÓÜíTæÂ : 

9076&3®æà PÜÃæ, 9069&3®æà PÜÃæ, ©®ÝíPÜ : 05&07&2024, Cívæíp… ÓÜíTæÂ : 10735 

©®ÝíPÜ : 11&07&2024, Cívæíp… ÓÜíTæÂ : 11100, 11167 ©®ÝíPÜ : 12&07&2024, 

Cívæíp… ÓÜíTæÂ : 11085, 11168 ©®ÝíPÜ : 16&07&2024ÃÜí¨Üá) ÓÜíhæ 5.00 WÜípæÁãÙÜWæ 

pæívÜÃ… ÓÜÈÉÓÜ¸æàPÜá. Öæbc®Ü ËÊÜÃÜWÜÚWæ PÜdæàÄ ÊæàÙæ¿áÈÉ ËÐÜ¿á ¯ÊÝìÖÜPÜÃÜ®Üá° ÓÜí±ÜQìÔ 

£Ú¿áŸÖÜá¨ÝX¨æ. ÓÜ×/& PÝ¿áì±ÝÆPÜ Cíi¯¿áÃ…
ÇæãàPæãà±ÜÁãàX CÇÝTæ, bPÜRÊÜáWÜÙÜãÃÜá Ë»ÝWÜ, bPÜRÊÜáWÜÙÜãÃÜá.

AÇÝ³ÊÜ˜ pæívÜÃ… ±ÜÅPÜoOæ

hÝ×àÃÝñÜá
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